
LONGFORD MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of Meeting of Longford Municipal District held via MS Teams 
on Wednesday, 27th January 2021 at 4.30 p.m.

CATHAOIRLEACH:

Councillor Peggy Nolan
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Seamus Butler, Martin Monaghan, 
John Browne Uruemu Adejinmi, Gerry Warnock, 
Gerry Hagan 
IN ATTENDANCE: 


Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.





Mr. Eamonn Bennett, Senior Executive Engineer. 





Mr. Brian Faughnan, Executive Engineer





Ms. Ann Marie Mc Keon, Administrative Officer.
MEETINGS ADMINISTRATOR
Ms. Anne Lee
ADOPTION OF MINUTES – circulated.

On the proposal of Councillor John Brown seconded by Councillor Gerry Hagan, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Minutes of Longford MD Committee Meeting held on the 
25th November 2020.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS.

None.
MANAGEMENT REPORT INCORPORATING AREA ENGINEER’S PROGRESS REPORT – circulated.

The Management Report, as circulated, was noted.

Eamonn Bennett detailed the Area Engineer’s Progress Report and replied to queries raised. 
Councillor John Browne asked if there was any update on the public lighting on the bypass.  John Brannigan replied that there was no update.  However, a submission for funding was made under Active Travel Scheme travel for a number of schemes in the town and additional resources will be provided for this work.
Councillor Gerry Warnock complimented the Environment Staff on the job they were doing in relation to litter and stated that the issue of illegal dumping in amenity areas was getting a lot of attention on social media.  Councillor Warnock asked if any additional resources could be brought in to assist with patrolling the amenity areas.  John Brannigan stated that he will contact the Environment Section regarding Councillor Warnock’s proposal.  
DRAFT MUNICIPAL DISTRICT REPORT FOR INCLUSION IN LONGFORD COUNTY COUNCIL 2020 ANNUAL REPORT – Circulated.
On the proposal of Councillor Peggy Nolan seconded by Councillor Seamus Butler,               it was unanimously agreed to adopt Municipal District Report for inclusion in Longford County Council 2020 Annual Report.
ANNUAL DAFFODIL DAY – correspondence enclosed.
Request received from The Irish Cancer Society to light up landmarks and public buildings yellow on the 26th March 2021 - Annual Daffodil Day – to heighten awareness of Daffodil Day Campaign.  The members unanimously agreed to support this request.
Taking in Charge of Radharc na Choille, Cullyfad, Co. Longford.
John Brannigan confirmed that the Taking in Charge of Radharc na Choille, Cullyfad,

Co. Longford relates to Roads and Open Spaces and not the Sewage System.

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler seconded by Councillor Gerry Hagan,                it was unanimously agreed to the taking in charge of Radharc na Choille, Cullyfad, 
Co. Longford, as circulated.  
NOTICES OF MOTIONS
Sewage – Madeira Gardens.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Browne and seconded by Councillor G. Warnock  -

“Householders at Madeira Gardens off the Dublin Road are encountering serious difficulties from sewage overflows in their back gardens.  I urgently call on Longford County Council, together with Irish Water to deal with the problem”

Eamonn Bennett   responded that the foul sewage overflows in the back gardens of the houses at Madeira Gardens. This is an ongoing issue and Longford County Council will refer this matter to Irish Water. 
Renovation of Footpaths in Teffia Park.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Butler and seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan -

‘That we agree a programme to complete the balance of the renovation of the footpaths in Teffia Park’

Eamonn Bennett responded that once the Covid 19 restrictions are lifted we will start construction works in Teffia Park.  These works will include completion of the road reconstruction works on L-3007 from P Collum Heights to the Dublin road.  It will also include the completion of footpath replacement works on L-3007-1.   It does not include the replacement of footpaths on L- 3006 at the top of the green in Teffia or the replacement of footpaths on L- 3007 in Kennedy Drive.    It was agreed at the November meeting in 2020 to add the footpaths on Kennedy drive and Park Close to the 2019 programme.  
Eamonn requested the members to submit a list of footpath works and a review of the footpath programme will then take place.

Traffic Management at St. Joseph’s National School.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor U. Adejinmi and seconded by Councillor M. Monaghan   -

“I am calling on the County Council to place double yellow lines along Dublin Road opposite St Joseph’s National School prohibiting parents/guardians from parking their cars across the road and on the footpaths. This will help ensure cars are parked in the designated parking areas and children taken to the pedestrian crossing to keep children safe and road free of obstruction.”
Eamonn Bennett responded that a query was sent to the DTTAS regarding double yellow lines and whether they require an amendment to the parking byelaws for enforcement and we are awaiting a response.  One justification for the pedestrian crossing at the school was to allow parents to park their cars across the road in the Cathedral Car Park and use the pedestrian crossing for access/egress to and from the school.      Regarding the parking on the footpath pencil thin bollards can be installed along the footpath to prevent vehicles parking up on the footpaths. 

Pedestrian Crossing at St. Michael’s National School.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor U. Adejinmi and seconded by Councillor M. Monaghan -
“I am calling on the Council to add a pedestrian crossing at St Michael’s Boys National School for safe crossing of children during drop off and pick up.”

Eamonn Bennett responded that at the present time the School Principal allows parents to use the off-street school car park during student drop off and pick up times.  The Council should request St. Michael’s school to look at whether the school would qualify for a junior traffic warden scheme at this location.   It is very unlikely that the requirements for a pedestrian crossing at this location can be deemed appropriate   - the main reasons for this are both the width of the road and the number of pedestrians crossing the road at this location.  

Flashing Speed Sign at Fisherstown, Clondra.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Hagan and seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan -
“Road Safety Measure - I call on Longford MD to install Flashing Speed Sign at Fisherstown, Clondra, on approach road to Tarmonbarry.”
Eamonn Bennett   responded that Longford County Council can request Transport Infrastructure Ireland to examine road safety at this location.  This request will be referred to the Road Design Section who will raise it with the TII.
Gritting of Knockloughlin Road.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Hagan and seconded by Councillor Martin Monaghan -

“Road Safety Measure - That Longford MD will grit and salt the Knockloughlin Road between Kiernans Forge and Melview Crossroads. This road has been the scene of five car accidents during the recent frosty period since Christmas.”

Eamonn Bennett   responded that three of these accidents occurred on January 4th, 7th and 9th at an area where the Council has already applied to the Department for funding for a Low-Cost Safety Scheme.   The other accidents may well be due to frost and/or ice on the road.  However, the Road Section has maximised current resources to salt the existing roads identified in the current Winter Maintenance Plan and are not in a position to grit this road at the current time.

Footpath Development.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Hagan and seconded by Councillor M. Monaghan -

“Footpath Development –

· Completion of footpath at Foynes Court to join up with the Footpath on the Knockmartin Lane.
Eamonn Bennett   responded that this is a short section of footpath approximately 30m in length and the Roads Section can install this short section of footpath later in the year if the members are agreeable. 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Hagan and seconded by Councillor S. Butler -

· Extension of the Footpath from Abbott Laboratory to Carriglass Roundabout. This is a densely populated area, with a large number of people walking along this very busy and dangerous stretch of road.”
Eamonn Bennet   responded that this work would involve installing footpaths at least 2m wide with public lighting for approximately 1600m from Abbott’s to Carriglass roundabout.   To extend the footpath from Abbott’s to the existing speed limit will not require land purchase.   However, all the work involved in extending the footpath from the existing speed limits on the R-194 to the Carriglass roundabout will require land purchase with road widening.   Typical costs to carry out this type of work will be €350 per metre.   The project involves approximately installation of 1600m of footpaths with public lighting and this will require funding of approximately €500, 000.00   This work could be considered for an Active Travel funding application in due course.

New Housing Estate at Farnagh Hill.

Councillor Martin Monaghan asked if the Housing Section could register the new Farnagh Hill Estate for Eircode’s.  John Brannigan responded that this doesn’t form part of the planning process and the individual would need to register.  However, he will review this with the Housing Department.
Longford Greyhound Track.

Councillor Seamus Butler proposed that the Greyhound Track should not be rezoned to residential or commercial but remain zoned as recreational and sport.   This was fully supported by all the members of the Municipal District.
Councillor Butler requested that this decision be recorded in the Minutes of the meeting

Flashing Speed Limit Signs on the Ballinalee Road 

Councillor Seamus Butler welcomed the Flashing Speed Limit Signs on the Ballinalee Road.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

                   Anne Lee
Signed: ____________________
             Anne Lee,

Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Longford Municipal District Meeting held on the 
24th February 2021.


Peggy Nolan
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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